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My lords, though tho present perplexity of our affairs,
ihe contrariety of opinions produced hy ii, and the warmth
with which each opinion will probably be supported, might
justly discourage me from proposing* any of my sentiments
to this great assembly, yet 1 cannot repress my inclination
to offer a motion, in my opinion, regular and seasonable,
and which, if it should appear otherwise to your lordships,
will, I hope, though it should not bo received, at least he
forgiven, because I have never before wearied your pa-
tience, or interrupted or retarded your consultations.

But I am very far from imagining that by this motion I
can give any occasion to debate or opposition, because I
shall propose no innovation in the principles, or alteration
of the practice of this assembly, nor intend any thing more
than to lay before your lordship* my opinion of the manner
in which it may be proper to address his majesty.

To return him our humble thanks for his most gracious
speech from the throne, and, at tho nuino time, to present
unto 'his majesty our sincere and joyful congratulations on
his safe and happy rettirn into this empire.

To observe with the utmost thankfulness tho grant con-
cern which his majesty has been pleased to express for carry-
ing on the just and necessary war against Spain, which
we hope, by the divine blessing- upon his majesty's arms, will
be attended with success equal to the justice of his cause,
and the ardent wishes of his pcoplo. That,

His majesty has so truly represented tho impending
dangers to which Europe is exposed, in tho present criti-
cal conjuncture, us must awaken, in every one, an atten-
tion suitable to the occasion: and we cannot but be fully
sensible of the evil consequences arising from tho designs
and enterprises, formed and carrying on for the subversion
or reduction of the house of Austria, which threaten such
apparent mischiefs to the common cause.

To acknowledge his imperial goodness in expressing so
earnest a desire to receive, and so high a regard for, the
advice of his parliament: his majesty, secure of the loyalty
and affections of his people, may rely upon that, with the
best-grounded confidence; and to assure his majesty, that